History of the Kern River field
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Pre-1899 -- Scattered reports
of oil seeps and gas bubbling
to the surface along the banks
of the Kern River northeast of
Bakersfield, but no actual
prospecting is done.

May 1899 -- A hand dug shaft
is dug 45 feet into the ground
at the Means Ranch, seven
miles northeast of Bakersfield.
Completed with an auger, the
well was destined to be the first
of more than 16,000 wells at
the field.
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1910 -- Kern River enters a
period of maturity, with gradual
production declines occurring
over the following 50 years.

1913 -- Much Kern River oil
—@ production shut-in for 3 years,
no demand for the oil.

1929 -- Much Kern River
production is shut-in for 11
years due to the Depression.

1899 1910

12,000 barrels per day.

June 2,1899 -- The discovery
of:oil made by the Elwood
brothers on Means Ranch is
reported in The Daily Californian,
touching off oil boom that
__transformed Kern County.

1920

1904 -- Kern river produces 17
million barrels of oil, nearly as
much as the entire state of

Texas and a record for the field

1901 -- Kern River field producing

1930

1962 -- Both Shell and Tidewater

begin steam injection tests at

Kern River; early results show
—®@ promise, and a buying spree
develops that sees prices paid
for heavy oil leases increase
to unheard-of amounts

1964 -- Occidental Petroleum
workers erect sign warning of
"Steam flood in Progress" at
Midway-Sunset field, the first
public acknowledgment of the
technology that would transform
Kern's lagging oil production.

1966 -- Kern River field
produces 19.5 million barrels
of oil, more than 53,000 barrels
per day, eclipsing a record that
had been set in 1904. Steam
had ensured another 50 years
of production at the huge field.

1966-1998 -- Oil production at
Kern River bests the 1966
record in each year, topping
out at 51.6 million barrels in
1985, or 141,000 barrels per day.

1950

at Kern River lead many to

abandoned

1946 -- Demand for.Kern River
@ Crude subsides with the end
of World War II.

1941 -- World War Il - Kern
River field is restored to full
production to support the war.
600 new wells are drilled to
support.the war effort.

1950s -- Production declines

believe the field will have to be

1960

1961 -- Highly secretive hot
water injection test begins at
Tidewater Oil company's
section of the Kern River field

1950 -- United States enters
the Korean conflict. - Idled Kern
River wells are put back on
production. - Drilling in Kern
River resumes.

L1961 --Average oil production for Kern
River field is 19,277 barrels per day
and average decline of field is 6%.

—® totaled 48.9 million barrels of

1998 -- Production from more
than 8,300 producing wells

heavy crude, or more than
130,000 barrels per day.

1999 -- Aera trades its Kern
River wells, and those it just
obtained from Arco, to Texaco.
Only two major operators
remain in a field that once
had dozens.
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1970 1980

1990 1999

1995 -- Original well on the
Means Ranch is plugged
and abandoned

1984 -- Texaco buys Getty
Oil Co. for $10.1 billion.

. Of the approximately 16,591 wells
drilled at the Kern River field, 12,896
are still active, either as producing

" wells or as steam injectors.
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I_. 1998 -- Texaco produces one
billionth barrel of crude from its
Kern River field properties.
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Sources: Texaco; State Division of Oil, Gas and Geothermal Resources, Bill Rintoul.
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